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Executive Summary

It’s clear that cloud has firmly established 
itself as the new normal for enterprise IT.  
To think fast and move first, businesses require a 
single source of truth to connect their enterprise. 
More often than not, that source of truth is 
powered by the Cloud.  

But while no one denies its versatility, few 
understand the implications of moving over to  
the Cloud.  

As someone who has made a large investment in 
your deployment, we know that moving to the 
Cloud is complicated and cannot be boiled down to 
a simple yes/no answer. 

Successful enterprise leaders understand that it’s 
not a straightforward transition. Navigating the 
complexity of moving requires a unique 
approach–as unique as your business itself. 

We also know how important it is for businesses 
like yours to keep pace with today’s competition. 

Inside this eBook, we will cover the hybrid cloud 
approach, its advantages and opportunities. We’ll 
explore use cases and pinpoint successes from 
other businesses so you can see this strategy in 
real life. 
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Forward

Whether they know it or not, many 
enterprises today stand at a precipice. 
As more organizations are evaluating the features 
and benefits that a cloud platform offers, many are 
naming moving to the Cloud as one of the most 
important decisions a business can make for its 
future. And as the technology continues to grow 
faster and more complex, so too does the pace of 
the market – and all its movers and shakers. 

2020 showed us that those equipped with the right 
tools were able to thrive. Moving forward, it’s clear 
that surviving in a fast, ever-changing environment 
requires businesses  to have: 

 • Ability to respond to change 

 • Insight to create a strategic plan 

 • One source of truth to base decision  
making from

When businesses have these qualities, they’re able 
to not only keep pace with the market, but they’re 
also agile enough to outpace their competitors.  

But few understand the implications of 
moving over to the Cloud.  
Factoring in the time, resources, capital, and years 
a business has put into its on-premise deployment, 
the benefits of the Cloud are often not enough to 
persuade an organization to move over.  

That puts businesses in a tricky position: how do 
they tap into the technology they need to thrive, 
not just survive, without abandoning their historical 
data, investments, and internal processes? 

  
That’s why an integrated  
experience is the best 
approach for those wishing  
to start their journey to  
the cloud. 

A hybrid approach allows companies to 
experience greater analytics capabilities, as  
well as keep up with changing technology.  
And for organizations that strive to keep a 
competitive advantage, it’s imperative to  
adopt a hybrid strategy. 

This eBook is about how to do that.

© 2021 SAP.  All rights reserved.
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Why You Should Read This Book 
This book is a call to action for businesses to adopt 
a hybrid strategy in response to a rapidly changing, 
competitive environment. The rise and prominence 
of innovation is increasingly evolving. Machine 
learning and Artificial Intelligence (AI) are 
gathering speed, and it won’t be long until it’s 
moved from the fringe and accepted as standard 
best practice. Failure to adopt this technology 
doesn’t just mean being one step behind–it risks 
being outpaced entirely. 

Who This Book is For  
It wasn’t that long ago that analytics was 
complicated and required training, time, and 
resources to move data through the enterprise. 
Now, analytics are for everyone, and information is 
readily being shared. 

Strategic thinking happens all over the 
organization, so this book is for everyone. However, 
it’s particularly relevant for decision makers and 
leaders who are looking to understand not only 
how a hybrid approach will be effective, but how  
to actually extend to a hybrid cloud architecture.  

How to Use This Book 
This eBook is your entry guide to a world of 
possibilities. It provides a solution so that you and 
your business can make a confident decision and 
carve a path forward.  

If you’re just starting on your migration journey, 
we recommend beginning with Chapter 1 to get a 
comprehensive overview. Looking for more 
information on the advantages of a hybrid 
approach? Jump to Chapter 3. To learn more 
about our program for SAP BusinessObjects BI 
Suite customers to outline the journey to the 
Cloud, then navigate to Chapter 4. 

A note before we dive in: We know that the task 
ahead is complex and difficult. Change always is. 
But with that change comes valuable growth. And 
if it feels difficult or uncomfortable, it’s a sign 
you’re headed in the right direction. 

Ready? Let’s begin.  

© 2021 SAP.  All rights reserved.© 2021 SAP.  All rights reserved.
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A brief history of enterprise analytics 
Through the years, enterprise analytics has evolved and 
become more self-service oriented and dynamic, allowing 
analysts and business users to create their own insights and 
interact with them. But it wasn’t that long ago that enterprise 
analytics was complicated and slow. 

We can trace the history of enterprise analytics software back 
to the 1960s, with its roots deep in the manufacturing industry. 
During this time, manufacturers needed a better way to 
manage, track, and control their inventory, and used basic 
software to meet their scheduling, reconciling, and reporting 
needs. The 1970s and 80s saw those same businesses 
adopting systems that grew more sophisticated, spanning 
more departments and collecting even more data. 

Three decades later, enterprise analytics software became a 
common presence in large companies. By the 1990s, systems 
were able to expand beyond basic protocols and align 
processes across all departments by mining a single source of 
truth, setting the stage for enterprise resource planning 
solutions we have come to know today.  

Today, enterprise analytics solutions are fully integrated 
systems that can connect every aspect of your business in 
one place. These solutions provide businesses with a powerful, 
real-time tool that runs a single, shared database of 
information that can be accessed by anyone in every 
department across the enterprise.  

Employees from two different departments can both work off 
the same set of accurate data and pull the relevant information 
that they need to do their jobs more efficiently and effectively. 
A modern-day enterprise analytics solution eliminates entering 
the same data multiple times into multiple systems or 
spreadsheets, providing you with a single source of truth for 
your organization, and allows information to flow more freely 
between departments. 

Chapter 1  
On-premise and Cloud

© 2021 SAP.  All rights reserved.© 2021 SAP.  All rights reserved.
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How it Started  
Even though enterprise analytics revolutionized entire 
organizations and provided incredible efficiencies, it was a 
hefty investment with setup that required installation of 
servers onsite, as well as hiring someone to configure, 
maintain, and secure the hardware on an ongoing basis.  

In addition, inflated cost of implementation and maintenance 
made enterprise analytics only accessible to larger 
companies.  

As well, as on-premise systems age, technology continues to 
develop, which increases the cost to catch up with the 
competition with every passing year.  

For many, these problems persist today. Sticking with an on-
premise investment is incredibly understandable: the time, 
resources, and training that went into this solution cannot be 
overlooked. But in today’s world, businesses simply cannot 
complete on outdated or underachieving infrastructure.   

How it’s Going 
In the later 1990s, enterprise analytics software began to 
move online as bandwidth and stable connections 
proliferated. Cloud server providers made it possible for 
businesses to run powerful applications and store enormous 
amounts of data in off-site, shared data centers.  

The advantages of the Cloud are obvious: it is more cost 
effective than their predecessors and provide amazing 
flexibility. Software could be installed quickly, businesses 
could access data from anywhere, and teams could respond 
to market changes with agility. 

But as the Cloud evolved, so too did its advantages, namely 
the ability to integrate with other components as well as real 
time data and automation.

Current Landscape

The advantages of the 
Cloud are numerous.

Increased efficiency  
Cloud-based ERP solutions are 
powered with tools necessary 
to improve productivity.  

Powerful integrations  
The greatest advantage is that 
all it can integrate with some or 
all of a business’s essential 
functions, such as accounting, 
inventory, HR, customer 
relationship management.  

A unified solution  
It provides one source of truth 
across your entire enterprise, 
helping to increase efficiency, 
provide users with up-to-date 
business information, and break 
down siloes. 

© 2021 SAP.  All rights reserved.
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The Challenge

Businesses that need to innovate and pivot 
quickly often turn to cloud services. But not 
all companies can fully transition, yet.

Either these companies have data center assets 
that they can’t move, have applications that can’t 
be easily extended, or have other data that may be 
subject to regulatory requirements that prevent 
that data from residing in public clouds. 

That puts businesses that leverage on-premise 
deployments at a disadvantage. Competitors  
who move to the Cloud are making the most of 
capabilities like machine learning, augmented 
analytics, and data connections. It also puts an 
immense amount of pressure on IT and business 
intelligence (BI) teams who need to deliver  
robust, data-driven insights that affect tangible 
business outcomes. 

86% of businesses are not  
getting the most out of their data.

74% are limited by data  
complexity and sprawl.
1 Data2020: State of Big Data Study –Regina  
Corso Consulting 2017 

To truly scale across large, complex, 
distributed organizations, enterprise 
analytics needs to be supported by the 
right technologies. 
Unfortunately, the technology most businesses 
use to make data-driven decisions are not fit  
for purpose. 

Over time, these shortcomings start to pile up, 
and businesses face challenges such as: 

• Falling short of meeting their stated goals. 
Goals such as improving margins or reducing 
IT costs. 

• Siloed information. When analytics efforts 
are driven only by specific functions, teams, 
or regions, and aren’t shared across the 
enterprise, businesses leave valuable insights 
on the table. 

• Inability to get a 360-degree view of their 
business. Without a holistic view of the 
enterprise, decisions are not well informed, 
which means the company is not  
well informed.

For applications and new projects, the clear  
trend is moving to the Cloud. As a leader in your 
industry, it’s up to you to make strategic 
decisions that steer your business towards  
the future.  

So where does that leave you? 
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Innovation and keeping pace with the competition 
does not have to be an either/or strategy. 
A hybrid approach allows businesses to have their cake and  
eat it too.  

In fact, most companies today are taking on a hybrid cloud 
architecture approach for both data analytics and processing, 
where some data and applications reside in a businesses’  
own data centers and some data and applications reside  
in public clouds.  

One Size Does Not Fit All 

A hybrid approach uses a combination of private and 
public cloud infrastructures and allows workloads to 
move between the two interconnected environments.
This mobility between cloud environments gives businesses 
greater flexibility and agility in data deployment options, 
allowing businesses to innovate, scale, and protect their assets 
and their customers. 

This integrated approach helps solve some of the key concerns 
that businesses have about the future of analytics and BI. 

How Hybrid Cloud Solutions Help Solve  
Business Concerns 

Inability to keep up with tech innovation. Cloud providers  
are responsible for keeping their platforms up-to-date and 
reduce the burden on enterprise internal teams to keep up 
with changes.  

Lack of skilled resources. Enterprise technologies can refocus 
on building business applications and solutions and leave 
infrastructure maintenance to the cloud providers.  

Chapter 2  
Hybrid Analytics: An  
Integrated Approach

© 2021 SAP.  All rights reserved.© 2021 SAP.  All rights reserved.
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Unpredictable data growth. Cloud offers the scalability and 
flexibility businesses need to respond to unforeseen changes 
in requirements and data volumes. 

Too much data. Cloud provides less expensive data storage 
options so that enterprises can afford to keep more data online 
and derive insights from all the data available to them.

Not sure if you’re  
ready to invest in the 
cloud yet?

You’re not alone. 

That’s why an increasing 
number of businesses are 
turning to a hybrid approach, 
to bridge their two solutions 
and move at their own pace:

82% of companies agree that 
this hybrid approach is a critical 
next step in the evolution of 
their analytics/BI. 

88% of companies regard 
hybrid analytics/BI platforms 
and data processing as 
important to their company. 

92% of companies with a 
well-established analytics and 
BI practices saw revenue 
growth of 15% of great over the 
last three years 

Taking an integrated approach ensures businesses can 
enhance and build upon mission-critical on-premise use cases 
while leveraging universes, document structures, and assets in 
conjunction with the BI, planning, and predictive innovations 
provided by the Cloud.  

The result is a single, unified view of the business at all levels, 
without leaving behind historical data or compromising on 
innovative goals for the future.

© 2021 SAP.  All rights reserved.

https://blog.asug.com/hubfs/2019%20AC%20Slide%20Decks%20Wednesday/ASUG82839%20-%20SAP%20Analytics%20Hybrid%20Analytics%20Strategy%20Overview%20and%20Update.pdf
https://blog.asug.com/hubfs/2019%20AC%20Slide%20Decks%20Wednesday/ASUG82839%20-%20SAP%20Analytics%20Hybrid%20Analytics%20Strategy%20Overview%20and%20Update.pdf


Moving at Your Own Pace:  
How to Extend to the Cloud, Keep Your Investments, and Stay Competitive 

11 / 24

As the speed of business accelerates, there 
has been an increasing focus on digital 
transformation. 
This comes down to the ability to quickly harness 
information to deliver an exceptional experience 
that offers business value to the end customer. 

Businesses that once mapped digital strategy in 
1–3-year phases must now scale their initiatives in 
a matter of days or weeks.   

In this unique moment, IT can lead the way to 
enable companies to learn and progress more 
quickly than ever before. The need for the right 
blend of technology and IT leadership has never 
been more important in navigating the path 
through this fast-paced economy.  

“Hybrid architectures will 
become the footprints that 
enable organizations to 
extend beyond their data 
centers and into cloud 
services.”  
Samantha Rao, Senior Director Analyst, during Gartner 
Symposium/ITxpo in Dubai 

Hybrid offers that path forward by providing 
businesses with the best of both worlds–the cost 
optimization, agility, and flexibility benefits of 
public cloud, in conjunction with the control, 
compliance, security and reliability of on-premise. 

Combined, businesses have a seamless, secure, 

and automated environment that ensures 
productivity and gives businesses the competitive 
leg up they need to keep pace with the ever-
changing market. 

Hybrid also provides users with the accessibility 
and scalability of the Cloud while allowing them to 
maintain a desired level of security and control of 
specific data and applications that they’ve 
already invested in. Businesses benefit from the 
speed and flexibility of the Cloud and can 
optimize operations without having to throw away 
their hardware or compromise security. 

Another advantage of hybrid is the ease it offers–
companies can extend or expand to the Cloud 
as needed to support growing business needs.  

Other advantages include: 

• A unified way to create modular  
application services 

• Having a level of orchestration across the 
environments allows workloads to move  
easily and seamlessly 

• Managing and accessing all services–no 
matter where they reside 

• Allows sensitive data to remain behind 
company’s own firewalls 

• Leverage the developments in the latest 
technology, such as machine learning, 
augmented analytics, and AI  

Why a Hybrid Approach is 
Important

© 2021 SAP.  All rights reserved.
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How to Get There
We’ve discussed what a hybrid cloud strategy 
looks like and we know that the benefits of hybrid 
cloud are clear. But how do businesses get there? 
What steps should they take to evolve their current 
IT structures to hybrid cloud environments? 

There isn’t just one type of hybrid cloud, nor is 
there a one size fits all approach to implementing  
a strategy; every organizations approach will  
be unique.  

And that’s perhaps one of the greatest advantages 
of adopting a hybrid cloud strategy: you can 
customize it to the needs, present and future,  
of your organization.  

What to Look For
Here are some things you can look out for when 
evaluating what system to choose for your hybrid 
cloud strategy:  

• Ability to integrate with existing systems 
A challenge all businesses need to consider is 
blending their existing in-house IT investment 
with their newly adopted cloud services. As 
new cloud services are deployed, the need to 
connect them with various on-premises 
applications and systems becomes critical.  

• Ensure connectivity requirements 
It’s critical that connectivity meets requested 
service levels, adheres to security policies and 
governances, and enables the overall IT 
management strategy. 

• Smart features 
Leveraging smart features of a unified and 
centralized platform offers your teams the 
chance to be more efficient and scalable in 
their day to day. Look for a solution that not 
only promises to unify disparate technologies, 
but will provide you with benefits like 
automation, machine learning, as well as 
augmented analytics to uncover insights 
from data faster. 

• Speed and agility  
Not only do you want a platform that serves 
your employees, but you also want something 
that will enable agile application development 
and deliver faster outcomes that move your 
organization forward at an accelerated pace, 
so you can react to changes and pivot at a 
moment’s notice. 

• Implement security measures to control 
and restrict the flow of data 
It’s important to have an overall governance 
framework. Businesses should conduct due 
diligence to assure that the use of the Cloud 
services is governed effectively. 

So, What Does That Look Like?  
Let’s take a closer look at what this hybrid in 
action looks like. In the next chapter, we’ll go over 
our hybrid solution, what it encompasses, how to 
extend, and some use cases! 

How to Implement a  
Hybrid Cloud Strategy 

© 2021 SAP.  All rights reserved.
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With so many technologies on the market, the number 
of choices can be overwhelming.  
Not to mention you need to keep up with changing regulations, 
today’s market, and tomorrow’s competitors, all without 
sacrificing your investments.  

To do that requires a solution that can easily and efficiently 
integrate with your systems so you can leverage your 
investments, protect sensitive data behind your firewalls, while 
harnessing the innovation needed to thrive and solve your 
business challenges.

That’s where SAP Analytics Cloud can add real value.  

SAP Analytics Cloud is part of the SAP Business Technoloy 
Platform (BTP) and extends the power of your existing 
systems to provide you with a comprehensive enterprise-level 
analytics solution. It brings together the power of BI, Planning, 
Predictive, Analytic Applications, and Augmented Analytics. 
You can see your actuals, predict the future, and manage your 
resulting plans all in one place.  

For SAP Business Objects Suite, a hybrid cloud approach is 
possible with SAP Analytics Cloud. Users are able to leverage 
live connectivity to connect to Universes from SAP 
BusinessObjectcs BI Suite in SAP Analytics Cloud. All their 
data is protected behind their firewalls while harnessing 
innovative features and capabilites of the Cloud.

SAP Business Technology Platform is 
the platform for the intelligent enterprise. It 
includes database and data management 
solutions, analytics, application 
development & integration, as well as 
intelligent technologies–from on-premise 
to the Cloud. 

Chapter 3 
Fueling a Hybrid Approach 
with SAP Analytics Cloud

© 2021 SAP.  All rights reserved.© 2021 SAP.  All rights reserved.
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As an SAP BusinessObjects BI Suite user, 
you already leverage the capabilities of a 
powerhouse suite. 
Implementing a hybrid cloud strategy allows you to 
combine high-speed innovation from the Cloud 
with trusted on-premise capabilities to deliver 
effective, efficient, and pervasive BI and analytics 
for all decision-makers.  

A hybrid approach allows you to gradually move 
to the Cloud with minimal disruption. You get the 
desired level of security over specific data and 
applications on-premise, so you can maintain 
regulatory guidance and leverage innovation 
technology of the Cloud.

• Live Data Connection to Universes and WebI
documents means data is never replicated to
the Cloud. Real-time data is streamed directly
to you.

• Leverage reporting, data discovery, and self-
service analytics capabilities using data from
your SAP BusinessObjects BI Suite solution.

• Bring your analytics assets together by 
bridging on-premise and cloud systems 
in SAP Analytics Catalog, a secure, 
centralized library for your analytics 
assets.

Key Benefits of SAP Analytics Cloud Hybrid Strategy

© 2021 SAP.  All rights reserved.© 2021 SAP.  All rights reserved.
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Six Ways to Make the Most Out of  
SAP BusinessObjects BI Suite with  
SAP Analytics Cloud

1. Business Intelligence enables self-service 
data exploration.  
When you integrate SAP Analytics Cloud with 
SAP BusinessObjects BI Suite, you get access 
to intuitive, self-service analytics capabilities. 
We want our users to focus on what really 
brings them value, so we provide automated 
insights helping them answer common 
business questions, detect patterns and 
trends, and forecast potential outcomes. 

2. Full enterprise planning capabilities with 
process and workflow.  
There is greater strength in numbers, and when 
you pair these two together, you save time by 
using workflows that keep everyone on task 
and working collaboratively. Risk is mitigated 
with always fresh data and version-controlled 
planning. As well, you gain clear visions into 
plans, forecasts, revenue, and headcount with 
predictive technology.

3. The predictive experience helps you see 
what’s brewing on the horizon.  
It’s not enough anymore to see past and 
current results - you need to see what’s around 
the corner. Smart Predict guides you step by 
step to create a predictive model based on 
historical data. The resulting model can be 
used to make trusted future predictions, 
providing you with advanced insights to guide 
decision making.

4. Make smarter, faster decisions with 
Augmented Analytics.  
Augmented analytics is defined by Gartner as 
the use of enabling technologies, such as 
machine learning and AI, to assist with data 
preparation, insight generation, and insight 

explanation. For example, you can ask 
questions in a conversational manner and get 
instant results explained in natural language. 
You can also predict outcomes, generate 
forecasts, and automate predictive planning 
with confidence using your historical data. 

5. Three ways to integrate with SAP Analytics 
Cloud. Integrating should have options.  
For SAP BusinessObjects BI suite users, there 
are three ways to integrate with SAP Analytics 
Cloud: Embedded, Enterprise Analytics, or 
via our Packaged Business Content. Each 
integration offers their own unique benefits, 
and we explore them all in different use cases 
later. Depending on the integration of your 
choice, you can also connect to other existing 
SAP solutions, like SAP Data Warehouse 
Cloud, any LOB applications, as well as any 
third-party data, so you can get the whole 
picture of your business.

6. Finally, you can also build out Analytic 
Applications that can be embedded into a 
business process.  
For example, in HR you could develop an 
attrition driver and causes application. In 
finance you can develop a revenue 
application; for spend, an automated bid 
management application. We offer different 
ways to access information including mobile, 
Digital Boardroom, and custom applications 
built with Analytics Designer.

As you can see, extending to SAP Analytics 
Cloud helps you uncover additional value 
from your data investments. 

© 2021 SAP.  All rights reserved.
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You can see how the different solutions stack up against these use cases. SAP Analytics Cloud 
covers a wide range of these use cases, but SAP BusinessObjects BI Suite still delivers on the 
core Business Intelligence requirements to the left. In the future, you will see more on-premise 
use cases supported through the Cloud.

What’s the Difference Between SAP Analytics Cloud and  
SAP BusinessObjects BI Suite?

© 2021 SAP.  All rights reserved.
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We’ve discussed the benefits of cloud and how 
leveraging cloud-based analytics can bring  
you value.

But how do these capabilities pair with those 
provided in SAP BusinessObjects BI suite? 

Imagine SAP BusinessObjects BI Suite as this 
incredibly sturdy foundation for your business.  
It provides you with comprehensive administrative 
capabilities, intelligence analytics applications, 
scalable enterprise reporting, and has a powerful 
semantic layer.

On its own, that’s a powerful suite of business 
tools. But when you pair it with SAP Analytics 
Cloud, suddenly that suite becomes much  
more powerful. 

Self-service BI tools in SAP Analytics Cloud, such 
as Smart Data Wrangling, data exploration, 
visualizations, and dashboards, bring your data to 
life in meaningful ways. With self-service analytics, 
everyone in your organization has the power to 
uncover powerful insights while using compelling 
data visualizations, answer key business questions, 
and forecast potential business outcomes.

Live Data Connectivity provides a live, cirect 
connection the SAP Universe, so you consolidate 
all your data in one place and connect end-to-end 
data and business processes, while keeping data 
behind a firewall.  

Enterprise Planning (also known as Extended 
Planning and Analysis) is a unique value of SAP 
Analytics Cloud, which allows users to manage 

budget, events and workflows, simulations, and 
predictive planning, which leverages machine 
learning to generate massive predictions.

Predictive Analytics helps you understand past 
data trends to predict any metric in the future. 
The predictive algorithm classifies existing 
information, identifies outliers, and surfaces 
relationships within your data to help you see  
and understand your business’ key influencers.

Augmented Analytics, a feature that is  
incredibly specific to SAP Analytics Cloud, 
provides machine learning and AI, to assist  
with data preparation, insight generation,  
and insight explanation. 

As you can see, it’s not an either/or scenario.  
You can use either solution on their own. But 
when combined, these tools allow you to take 
your business to the next level, enabling you to:

• Make confident decisions
• Connect processes
• Accelerate business innovation

How SAP BusinessObjects 
BI Suite and SAP Analytics 
Cloud Work Together   

© 2021 SAP.  All rights reserved.
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Maintaining a hybrid cloud solution requires 
a consistent integration of services as well 
as rich connectivity between all applica-
tions–no matter where they reside. 
After connecting, customers can leverage existing 
data assets, using live connectivity to systems like 
SAP HANA, SAP BW, SAP S/4 HANA, SAP Data 
Warehouse Cloud, and SAP BusinessObjects 
universes. This connectivity also extends outside 
of SAP systems; whether data is stored in 
spreadsheets, on-premise databases, cloud 
databases, or a combination of all three, customers 
can have a complete view of their business.

In SAP Analytics Cloud, there are two scenarios to 
connect to your data: Live Data Connectivity and 
Imported Data Connectivity. 

Live Data Connectivity
Most organizations deal with multiple vendor 
solutions across their IT landscape, from on-
premise to the Cloud, including hyperscalers and 
SaaS providers.

This diverse technology landscape makes it 
incredibly challenging for companies to truly 
integrate and monetize data assets. 

Everyone should be able to leverage their existing 
data assets. That’s why we value our live 
connectivity to systems. 

A live connection directly connected to the SAP 
Universe lets you consolidate all your data in one 
place so you can connect end-to-end data and 

business processes securely. This means:

• Data is never replicated to the cloud

• Your data is kept behind your firewalls 

• Real-time data is streamed directly to you

• You can leverage your exsiting business 
metadata and data authorizations. 

Imported Data Connectivity
Here, data is imported into SAP Analytics Cloud, 
and you can create connections to remote 
systems to allow for data acquisition. This means:

• Users can prepare, wrangle, and model data

• Data is refreshed on demand or via a schedule 
based on the user’s setting. 

• Imported data can be used for automated 
predictive machine learning use cases

Cloud-based data integration 
is the new normal in enterprises, 
with 65% of companies preferring 
to deploy data integration 
solutions in the Cloud than  
on-premise.
Dresner Data Pipelines Market Study, 2020 source

Two Ways to Connect to 
Your Data 
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You can get data from an almost endless number 
of locations. Customer engagement data, financial 
data, operations data, the list is seemingly never-
ending. Analyzing each data source separately will 
provide you with some insights. But, in order to get 
a complete picture, it’s paramount that you have 
the ability to combine all your data sources and 
prepare it all for reporting. 

With different combinations of data sources, it’s 
essential to have a dashboard that connects to all 
of your sources and is intuitive to filter and 
analyze all that raw data. This ensures you are 
able to see insights and connections that would 
otherwise be impossible to perceive.

Data Management to  
Organize All That Data 

SAP Data Warehouse Cloud acts as a single gateway, combining data from all your different 
sources and making it incredibly accessible with a simple and intuitive interface. This pairs nicely 
with SAP Analytic Cloud, which natively connects and allows users to visualize their data and 
derive insights. 
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The workforce is constantly evolving, with new trends, 
regulations, and adjusting business needs.

Despite these changes, the core of the organization needs to 
stay intact to remain competitive. Staying connected to your 
employees is your organization’s advantage.

Utilizing HR data from on-premise SAP BusinessObjects 
Business Intelligence Suite solutions can help you understand 
how to attract, develop, and retain talent. Whether you are on-
premise or in the Cloud, live connectivity enables you to 
consolidate your analytics in one unified, hybrid landscape. 

With all your data sources streaming into a single source, you 
can determine ROI from business objectives, redesign 
initiatives, and adjust engagement strategies. 

All this can be done and more in SAP Analytics Cloud with 
live connectivity. You can harness the power of the Cloud 
with a hybrid on-premise and cloud solution and drive your 
HR strategy forward. Use insights from your HR data to 
determine ROI from business objectives, work redesign 
initiatives, and engagement strategies.

Use Case:  
How HR Uses a Hybrid 
Approach

© 2021 SAP.  All rights reserved.
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We’ve talked a lot about why extending to the 
Cloud is important, what benefits it can bring, and 
what a use case looks like. But what does it look 
like in real life? Let’s see how one of our customer’s 
took advantage of the hybrid cloud strategy.

Sulzer GmbH
Sulzer and its customer’s data landscape 
consisted of on-premise data solutions like SAP 
BusinessObjects BI suite and SAP Business 
Warehouse. 

These worked well for clients, but they also come 
with a large monetary investment as well as a lack 
of flexibility. Customers were very interested in 
moving to the Cloud but were also concerned 
about keeping their existing on-premise 
investments. Additionally, it was key that 
customers could also keep their on-premise 
security intact, to retain peace of mind that their 
data was safe behind pre-configured firewalls.

Luckily, SAP BusinessObjects live connectivity 
made this possible.

With SAP Analytics Cloud in place, Sulzer has seen 
a number of exciting changes that bring value to 
their company and customers. Immediately, 
business users are more engaged in analytics 
thanks to the self-service analytics features within 
SAP Analytics Cloud. This means users are able to 
create their own Stories and interact with 
organization wide analytics all in one application. 

To move to the Cloud and still be able to keep their 
customers’ investments by leveraging live data 

connectivity is truly ground-breaking. Customers 
can migrate to SAP Analytics Cloud at their own 
pace, or even use the mobile access and Analytics 
Designer capabilities while keeping their data on-
premise. Sulzer and its customers have ultimate 
flexibility and adaptability with the possibility of 
many different on-premise, cloud, and hybrid 
scenarios with SAP BusinessObjects BI suite  
and SAP Analytics Cloud.

“Extending from SAP 
BusinessObjects to SAP 
Analytics Cloud meets our 
customers goals of keeping 
on-premise investments, but 
still accessing cutting edge 
technology in the Cloud.”
Dirk Fischer, Business Intelligence Manager Team Lead, 
Sulzer GmbH

The robustness of SAP BusinessObjects BI 
Suite’s powerful reporting functionalities and 
mature semantic layer combined with modern 
day intelligent analytic capabilities in SAP 
Analytics Cloud make this a powerful hybrid 
combination that can help everyone in your 
organization form faster, more confident 
decisions, for better business outcomes. 

Let’s take a look at how you can extend to  
SAP Analytics Cloud.

What Extending Looks  
Like in Real Life
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We know that transitioning to the Cloud will be a 
significant change for you and your organization. 
That’s why we created an easy-to-follow path forward that 
includes simple steps and a whole ton of guidance and support 
along the way.

Chapter 4 
How to Extend to SAP 
Analytics Cloud

Starting a Free Trial of SAP Analytics Cloud is Easy. 
All you need to sign up is your business email address. You’ll 
get a single user license to try both SAP Analytics Cloud for 
business intelligence and SAP Analytics Cloud for planning.

A Free Trial of SAP Analytics Cloud gives you:

• Product Coaching. To help you make the most of your trial, 
you will have access to a dedicated enablement team to
support you and your day-to-day use cases and workflows. 

• Planning and Analysis in One Solution. Take advantage of
both planning and BI capabilities within your trial and utilize
smart technology to quickly gain insights from your data. 

• Educational Resources. Access a wide array of tools and
knowledge resources, such as our community of customers
and partners and our library of guided learning tracks.
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A tip from our SAP Analytics Cloud experts
As you explore extending to SAP Analytics Cloud, take a 
look at the SAP Community. You’ll find curated 
resources and a network of engaged SAP Analytics 
cloud customers and partners, sharing content such as 
Cloud, data visualization, hybrid, IoT, predictive, 
planning, and so much more. 

Leverage the help of our experts after extending
SAP Services is available to help you with your SAP 
Analytics Cloud projects. The team consists of over 500 
consultants, delivering projects globally, with 61% of 
innovative projects and over 75 trained data scientists.

For every phase of your project, we’ll help you: 
• Explore innovative opportunities
• Discover and gain understanding of your needs
• Design a prototype of the solution
• Develop a tailored business and technical solution

for productive use
• Run the solution and optimize it continuously

• Deploy across your company.

There are many services that we offer, but we’ve 
highlighted the two that we recommend as critical for 
SAP Business Objects BI Suite customers looking at 
SAP Analytics Cloud:

1. Envision service: You may need help with developing
a strategy and project on a business need/challenge
that you have. This service involves running a workshop
to build an innovative solution using SAP Analytics
Cloud.

2. Quick start services: We can help you design, model,
configure and build a specific use case to get you up
and running quickly.

Explore Resources

Other Resources 
Available to Help 
You Extend  

SAP BusinessObjects BI Suite 
Roadmap: A roadmap for 
upcoming releases.

Moving to the Cloud Workshop: 
Understanding your current 
landscape and what should/could 
move to the Cloud.

SAP BusinessObjects BI and SAP 
Analytics Cloud Webinar: See a 
demonstration of SAP Analytics 
Cloud integrate with SAP Business 
Objectcs BI suite. 

End of Life Information: Support 
pack end of life dates.

SAP Preferred Success: Achieve 
better adoption of cloud solutions 
with faster results.

SAP Analytics BI: Statement of 
Direction: The future direction for 
our Business Intelligence 
customers. 

Ultimate Guide to Enterprise 
Analytics: An in-depth guide to an 
enterprise analytics strategy.
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As the future of analytics becomes more and more 
cloud-focused, businesses have a few options: they 
can get to know the Cloud and all its capabilities, or 
they can hold fast to their databases. 

But there’s a third option: Getting to the Cloud at 
your own pace through a hybrid approach. 

As we enter a new decade, the best run businesses 
will tap into the power they need so they can fuel 
their strategies and advance ahead. Because the 
real value of technology is what it does, not what 
it’s made of. 

The value of business intelligence to the enterprise 
is clear, but the way in which companies approach 
it can make all the difference in the value they gain. 
With an integrated approach, businesses enjoy 
connected data and processes to achieve 

Conclusion 
sustained value and long-term success. This 
allows businesses to focus on business 
outcomes, instead of their technical building 
blocks, to achieve digital transformation and 
keep competitive on their own terms and at 
their own pace. 

To learn more about SAP Analytics Cloud and how 
you can digitally transform your business, sign up 
for your free personalized coaching session.

Ready to try SAP Analytics Cloud?

SAP Analytics Cloud Free Trial
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