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Objectives

Support Your Vision for  
International Trade
Global trade is incredibly complex and evolving, fraught with turbulent change  
and growing risks. As governments change, so can regional trade policies, 
agreements, and tariffs. Complexities increase as companies add new products, 
move into new markets, and increase trade volumes. Can your existing processes 
and legacy systems for managing global trade keep up?

We understand the challenges that manual  
processes, spreadsheets, and fragmented  
technology can bring to tasks such as partner 
screenings, classifying products, determining  
licenses, and meeting free-trade qualifications  
in real time and in process. They make staying  
audit ready and adapting to new trade policies 
and requirements nearly impossible. And without 
efficient processes and accurate insights, how can 
trade compliance professionals be a trusted voice 
in planning and strategic decisions?

International trade management solutions from 
SAP can help. They support integrated, automated 
global trade processes that connect and integrate 
across business functions and give you the agility 
and confidence to conduct business in evolving 
global markets. Use them to elevate global trade 
management by enabling better decisions,  
automating trade compliance workloads, and 
maximizing bottom-line savings. With these  
solutions, you can also drive consistency,  
transparency, and governance across global  
operations and realize the potential of trade 
partnerships.

Support Your Vision for  
International Trade
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Centralize International Trade  
Management
With the SAP® Global Trade Services (SAP GTS®) 
application, you get a single comprehensive and 
secure solution for centrally managing trade  
activity worldwide and in real time. Intelligent  
automation reduces manual compliance tasks, 
boosts productivity, and contributes to bottom-line 
savings through duty-minimization opportunities. 
SAP GTS helps prepare your organization for 
technology-driven changes in trade – such as the 
use of machine learning and blockchain – as they 
become more mainstream.

Deploy it stand-alone or natively within your on-
premise or cloud solutions such as the SAP ERP 
application or SAP S/4HANA®. And, if your goal is 
to run worldwide compliance from a single platform, 
integrate SAP GTS across your enterprise – from 
sales to procurement, logistics to finance, and HR 
to legal.

Today, more than 4,000 customers in 170 countries 
and 25 industries run SAP GTS due to its: 

 • Ability to adapt to changing global trade  
environments and regulations

 • Reputation as a market leader and long-term 
financial viability

 • Comprehensive functionality that supports 
major global trade requirements

 • Creation of a single system of record for  
compliance and audit purposes

 • Status as a global solution with a high number  
of certified custom interfaces

 • Partnerships with leading content providers  
and systems

Centralize International Trade  
Management

Drive Consistency Across Global  
Operations

Integrate Trade Management  
Enterprise-Wide

Meet Basic Needs for International Trade

Deploy Watch List Screening as a Service
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Drive Consistency Across Global  
Operations
Managing global trade in accordance with the ever-
evolving labyrinth of regulatory requirements, 
geopolitical risks, changing market opportunities, 
tariffs, and free-trade agreements can make or 
break the success of your globalization strategy. 
SAP GTS is designed to address the complexities of 
global trade with integrated functionality such as:

 • Restricted party screening: Enable proper 
screening of restricted or denied parties with  
in-line process blocking and release so you 
can meet compliance checks with confidence 
throughout the processing of sales and purchasing  
transactions. Functionality can be deployed 
in weeks – on premise or in the cloud – and 
integrated with SAP S/4HANA and SAP ERP.  

With this integration, compliance checks can 
occur in real time, improving compliance in a 
rapidly changing regulatory environment.

 • Export management: Centrally manage export 
compliance, classification, broker communication,  
and customs services with direct filing capa-
bilities. For example, you can manage exports 
end to end, including license creation and  
automatic determination, classify products 
for export, and create export declarations 
and documentation. You can also control the 
export of physical and digital goods and data, 
automate trade compliance for technical data, 
and integrate export data and processes across 
the supply chain.

Centralize International Trade  
Management

Drive Consistency Across Global  
Operations

Integrate Trade Management  
Enterprise-Wide

Meet Basic Needs for International Trade

Deploy Watch List Screening as a Service
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 • Import management: Effectively manage import 
compliance, classification, broker communication, 
and customs services with direct filing capabilities.  
You can more easily  manage import processes, 
including licenses and automatic license  
determination, as well as classify products  
for import and create import declarations  
and documents. Powerful functionality enables 
you to calculate customs value as well as  
duties, taxes, and fees. You can also integrate 
imports with your inbound supply chain.

 • Trade-preference handling: With SAP GTS,  
you can leverage free-trade agreements with 
preference determination and vendor or  
customer declaration handling. Use it to request 
and manage vendor declarations, calculate 

product origin and preference eligibility,  
enhance preference processing at a level 
beyond product IDs, and generate declarations 
for customers. You can also integrate sales, 
production, and procurement with preference 
processes.

 • Support for special customs procedures: 
Now, it’s easier to leverage foreign-trade zones, 
processing trade in China, bonded warehousing, 
inward and outward processing relief, the Excise 
Movement and Control System (EMCS),  
and more. For example, you can support region-
specific processes (including EMCS) and meet 
Intrastat requirements.

Centralize International Trade  
Management

Drive Consistency Across Global  
Operations

Integrate Trade Management  
Enterprise-Wide

Meet Basic Needs for International Trade

Deploy Watch List Screening as a Service

BenefitsSolutionObjectives Quick FactsSAP Solution Brief

©
 2

02
0 

SA
P 

SE
 o

r a
n 

SA
P 

affi
lia

te
 c

om
pa

ny
. A

ll 
rig

ht
s 

re
se

rv
ed

.



6 / 11

Integrate Trade Management  
Enterprise-Wide
One of the key strengths of SAP GTS is its deep 
integration into SAP S/4HANA and SAP ERP, 
which supports sales, procurement, and logistics 
processes that are essential to efficient export and  
import management. In addition, SAP GTS inte-
grates with the SAP Transportation Management,  
SAP Event Management, and SAP Extended 
Warehouse Management applications, enabling you 

to manage dock-to-dock supply chain processes 
with greater visibility and export control. 

The figure on the next page shows some of the 
business areas that SAP GTS can support – and 
add value to – across your enterprise.

Centralize International Trade  
Management

Drive Consistency Across Global  
Operations

Integrate Trade Management  
Enterprise-Wide

Meet Basic Needs for International Trade

Deploy Watch List Screening as a Service
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SAP GTS integrates with the  
SAP Transportation Management,  
SAP Extended Warehouse Management, and 
SAP Event Management applications. 
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Centralize International Trade  
Management

Drive Consistency Across Global  
Operations

Integrate Trade Management  
Enterprise-Wide

Meet Basic Needs for International Trade

Deploy Watch List Screening as a Service
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Figure: Adding Value Across the Enterprise with SAP Global Trade Services

Sales
Screening new customers and  
embargo checks
Product: SAP® Global Trade Services 
and SAP Watch List Screening

Trade compliance
Licensing and regulatory compliance
Product: SAP Global Trade Services

Manufacturing
Use of special customs regimes for 
tailored approaches
Product: SAP Global Trade Services

Global trade 
management

Supply chain and logistics
Customs clearance and trade  
documents, including license  
requirements and filing
Product: SAP Global Trade Services

Sourcing and procurement
Screening new vendors and determining 
the impact on duties and tariffs
Product: SAP Global Trade Services and 
SAP Watch List Screening

Finance
Reporting and bottom-line impact of 
duty optimization and tariffs
Product: SAP Global Trade Services
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Meet Basic Needs for International Trade
For organizations just embarking on international 
trade and looking to start with basic import-export 
capabilities – or those that may not need the full 
capabilities of SAP GTS yet – SAP offers the 
SAP S/4HANA solution for international trade.  
Leveraging the deep knowledge of our global 
trade team, we built in a “light” version of global 
trade management capabilities in SAP S/4HANA 
to meet basic requirements.

Customers of SAP S/4HANA can manage basic 
cross-border requirements today, including: 

 • Intrastat requirements – by supporting order-
to-cash and procure-to-pay statistical reporting 
requirements in the European Union

 • Import and export compliance requirements –  
by helping you meet regulatory requirements 
when exporting goods with legal control,  
embargo checks, and integration with the  
SAP Watch List Screening application

 • Classification requirements – by applying 
product-level classification necessary to  
support Intrastat and export processes

Broader international trade requirements are 
available by leveraging prebuilt integration with 
SAP Global Trade Services.

Get started with global trade by leveraging  
the management capabilities already 
embedded in SAP S/4HANA.

Centralize International Trade  
Management

Drive Consistency Across Global  
Operations

Integrate Trade Management  
Enterprise-Wide

Meet Basic Needs for International 
Trade

Deploy Watch List Screening as a Service
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Deploy Watch List Screening as a Service
Companies using the international trade capabilities 
within SAP S/4HANA – or those that simply need to 
screen business partners against sanctioned-party, 
denied-party, or other government lists – can 
now add on this capability as a service. The  
SAP Watch List Screening application delivers real-
time, automated screening functionality that  
integrates with business processes within  
SAP S/4HANA. Delivered in a software-as-a-service 
public cloud model, this application enables you 
to take advantage of screening capabilities quickly 
and cost-effectively. In addition, you can:

 • Enable online process blocking and release 
 • Perform ad hoc screening for extended use cases
 • Drive real-time compliance checks for order- 
to-cash and procure-to-pay processes for  

better results and fewer supply chain disruptions 
and delays

 • Simplify content-related decisions by using a 
single predefined content provider

 • Use embedded intelligence to reduce repetitive 
decisions on address or entity matches

 
SAP Watch List Screening is built for extensibility 
and simplified integration with your existing 
systems. For example, you can deploy it in the 
cloud as a service so it’s accessible from any Web 
browser, call the screening service on SAP Cloud 
Platform within the trade compliance document 
in SAP S/4HANA, or call it from any SAP or third-
party application through published APIs. 

Centralize International Trade  
Management

Drive Consistency Across Global  
Operations

Integrate Trade Management  
Enterprise-Wide

Meet Basic Needs for International Trade

Deploy Watch List Screening as a 
Service
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Realize the Benefits
When you choose international trade management 
solutions from SAP, you can run your business 
with confidence. In fact, many authorities around 
the world, including countries localized in SAP GTS, 
know our solution and even work with our develop-
ment team on shared requirements. Our solutions 
can be deployed as needed to support your  
organization’s unique requirements, and they 
work together to deliver integrated, automated 
global trade processes that connect and integrate 
across business functions.

You’ll not only gain the agility and confidence to 
conduct business globally – even during times of 
turbulent change – but also:

 • Proactively build trade compliance into product-
planning and release strategies

 • Drive consistency and governance across global 
trade processes and decisions

 • Reduce supply chain disruptions by automating 
trade activities

 • Automate time-consuming manual compliance 
tasks and boost productivity 

 • Improve global trade compliance team  
productivity 

 • Accelerate supply chains with real-time  
compliance checks 

 • Validate orders consistently against regulations 
to minimize fines and penalties 

 • Enhance decision-making with analytics leveraging 
current and historic global trade data 

 • Reduce cost and effort of global trade compliance, 
duties, and taxes

Realize the Benefits

BenefitsSolutionObjectives Quick FactsSAP Solution Brief
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Summary
International trade management solutions from 
SAP support automated, intelligent processes that 
integrate with business functions enterprise-wide 
and empower you to conduct business in evolving 
global markets with confidence. Deploy them alone 
or together to meet business and compliance  
requirements and elevate and empower your 
global trade team to become trusted advisors for 
decision-makers across lines of business.
 
Objectives

 • Reduce compliance risk and supply chain 
disruption 

 • Build trade compliance into product-planning 
and release strategies

 • Reduce process inconsistencies and  
inefficiencies

 • Make the most of trade partnerships and  
free-trade agreements

Solution
 • SAP® Global Trade Services application, a single 
comprehensive solution for centrally managing 
trade activity worldwide 

 • SAP Watch List Screening application, a cloud-
based service delivering real-time, automated 
screening within SAP S/4HANA® 

 • SAP S/4HANA solution for international trade, 
with embedded “light” global trade management 
prebuilt into SAP S/4HANA

Benefits
 • Increased savings 
 • Higher trade partnership returns
 • Greater consistency and governance across 
global trade processes 

 • Fewer supply chain disruptions 
 • Improved global compliance and team productivity

Learn more 
To find out more, call your SAP representative  
today or visit us online. 

Quick FactsBenefitsSolutionObjectivesSAP Solution Brief
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