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Objectives

Raise the Integration Maturity Level 
of Your Organization
A solid integration strategy is crucial for providing the agility organizations require 
to meet rapidly changing business needs and optimize operations at a lower cost. 
When building this strategy, you must take into account a variety of pervasive 
integration requirements. To become a true intelligent enterprise, your organization 
requires a foundation of integrated business processes and data.

Your business operates in a world that is increas-
ingly digitalized and networked. The pace of  
integration is accelerating along digital transfor-
mation projects as organizations add 
technologies such as software as a service 
(SaaS), Big Data, the Internet of Things (IoT), 
artificial intelligence (AI), analytics, and mobile 
capabilities to their  existing landscapes. 
Companies that embrace a holistic integration 
strategy see gains in customer satisfaction 
because this allows them to listen, understand, 
and act upon market and customer-specific 
requirements to manage experiences from end 
to end.

SAP® Integration Solution Advisory Methodology 
is a comprehensive framework for the intelligent 
enterprise designed to help you to define and 
execute an integration strategy for your 
organization. It offers a simplified approach to 
designing and implementing a hybrid integration 
platform that supports both current and future 
integration requirements along digital 
transformation projects. 

Raise the Integration Maturity Level 
of Your Organization
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Establish Integration as a 
Recognized Discipline
SAP Integration Solution Advisory Methodology 
allows you to raise the integration maturity level 
of your organization by moving from ad hoc 
integration to a systematic approach based on 
well-defined enterprise integration standard. Your 
organization can leverage  a single methodology 
covering integration styles such as process, data, 
user, IoT, and analytics  integration that is open to 
SAP and third-party technologies. Benefit from 
this proven methodology that includes integration 
patterns, architecture blueprints, and best 
practices for cloud and  hybrid landscapes. SAP 
Integration Suite offers a tool-based approach 
for the SAP Integration Solution

Advisory Methodology. With the help of the 
Integration Assessment capability, you can 
define, execute, and document your enterprise 
integration strategy leveraging SAP best 
practices. In addition to technical aspects, the 
methodology also provides guidance for  
introducing an agile integration practice at your 
organization. With that, you can scale out the  
integration strategy to make it part of the digital  
culture of your enterprise. You can cut through 
integration complexity by applying the SAP-
delivered framework step-by-step along defined 
phases (see the figure on the next page).

Establish Integration as a Recognized 
Discipline

Assess Your Integration Strategy

Design Your Hybrid Integration Platform

Define Integration Best Practices

Enable a Practice of Empowerment
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Figure: SAP Integration Solution Advisory Methodology 
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Assess Your Integration Strategy 
On the journey to becoming an intelligent enter-
prise, there could be many reasons why you may  
consider refreshing your integration reference  
architecture, such as extending the existing  
landscape with new SaaS applications.

SAP Integration Solution Advisory Methodology 
offers a simplified top-down approach to 
performing such an integration strategy 
assessment. First, you perform a high-level 
scoping on the level of  integration domains (such 
as cloud to on-premise) that are relevant for your 
organization today or in the near future. Second, 
from a predefined catalog, you can choose 
required integration styles (such as process and 
data integration) and use case patterns, which 
describe typical enterprise integration use cases 
in a technology and vendor-agnostic fashion.

Establish Integration as a Recognized 
Discipline

Assess Your Integration Strategy 

Design Your Hybrid Integration Platform

Define Integration Best Practices

Enable a Practice of Empowerment
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Process Integration Use Cases

• Application-to-application integration: Chaining busi-
ness process steps between business applications by 
the exchange of transactional data

• Master data integration: API-based exchange of 
master data across business applications

•  Business-to-business integration: Exchanging busi-
ness documents with trading partners 
following standard electronic formats

 •  Business-to-government integration: Transforming 
transactional data into predefined exchange formats 
and transferring it electronically to external legal or 
tax authority systems for compliance



6 / 10

Design Your Hybrid Integration Platform
For most organizations, a single integration tech-
nology is not enough to support the variety of  
integration requirements. Therefore, you need to 
design your hybrid integration platform by lever-
aging a combination of integration technologies 
to cover current and future integration needs.  
SAP Integration Solution Advisory Methodology 
guides you through this design phase, mapping 
the set of scoped integration use case patterns 
to integration technologies. While doing so, you 
can also consider context factors that may 
influence the selection of integration 
technologies, such  as the enterprise reference 
architecture or your existing investments.

To accelerate the design of the hybrid 
integration platform's design, the methodology 
also provides sample technology mappings 
leveraging the SAP Business Technology 
Platform. SAP Integration Suite offers a choice 
of integration tools to support a wide range of 
integration use case patterns. This allows you 
to properly document the integration platform 
design, which can also help back up investment 
decisions.

Establish Integration as a Recognized 
Discipline

Assess Your Integration Strategy

Design Your Hybrid Integration Platform

Define Integration Best Practices

Enable a Practice of Empowerment
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Connect and automate business 
processes with SAP Integration 
Suite.

https://www.sap.com/products/cloud-platform/capabilities/integration.html
https://www.sap.com/products/integration-suite.html
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Define Integration Best Practices
To keep pace with the volume of integration  
requirements needed to enable business trans-
formation, you need to scale out integration  
development work across your organization. With 
SAP Integration Solution Advisory Methodology, 
you can acquire integration best practices to sup-
port a distributed and agile approach to integration 
development. These best practices include:
• Integration dos and don’ts that act as guardrails 

for developing enterprise-grade integration 
scenarios

 •  Architecture blueprints that describe which inte-
gration technologies to leverage in orchestration 

per integration use case pattern, complemented 
with decision criteria that allow developers to 
find out which blueprint to apply and how

• Integration guidelines to deliver best practices 
for designing integration scenarios, taking 
advantage of vendor-agnostic recommenda-
tions and implementable design patterns 
for SAP Integration Suite 

By taking advantage of proven best practices, 
your organization can reduce implementation 
time, effort, and cost while delivering a high-quality 
integration design quickly.

Reuse predefined architecture blueprints 
and adapt them to your needs. 

Establish Integration as a Recognized 
Discipline

Assess Your Integration Strategy

Design Your Hybrid Integration Platform

Define Integration Best Practices 

Enable a Practice of Empowerment
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Enable a Practice of Empowerment
The digital era requires an agile delivery model  
for enterprise integration that quickly responds  
to evolving business needs. You must rethink  
responsibilities and processes to be able to deliver 
integration at scale. SAP Integration Solution  
Advisory Methodology is designed to support  
you on this journey as it enables you to embrace  
integration development outside of traditional  
integration practices. You can leverage a catalog 
of personas with defined responsibilities in an  
integration context, which includes new personas 

such as application developers and business users 
who are empowered to implement integration 
scenarios on their own. You can also explore options 
for setting up an integration center of excellence 
that best fits your organizational background.  
Finally, you need to adapt your integration gover-
nance policies to better meet the needs of a  
distributed and more diverse integration practice. 
Leverage the methodology to define such policies 
for the digital age while enabling integration quality 
at the same time.

Establish Integration as a Recognized 
Discipline

Assess Your Integration Strategy 

Design Your Hybrid Integration Platform

Define Integration Best Practices

Enable a Practice of Empowerment
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Embed integration into the digital culture 
of your organization. 
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Achieving Integration Excellence 
to Unlock Innovation
With SAP Integration Solution Advisory  
Methodology, you can follow a proven approach 
to implementing an enterprise integration strategy 
that addresses many of the integration require-
ments of today’s organizations transitioning  
toward an intelligent enterprise. These range from 
the need to integrate on-premise, cloud, and  
hybrid applications from SAP or other vendors  
to integrating legacy and custom-built apps. A 
simpler scoping approach walks you through the 
use cases of assessing your current integration 
strategy, designing a hybrid integration platform, 

defining integration best practices, and enabling  
a practice of empowerment at your organization. 
You can take advantage of predefined accelera-
tors that cover common integration best 
practices and also include specific ones for 
integration technologies from SAP. What’s more, 
the methodology also addresses the 
organizational aspects of  integration, helping 
you position integration as a strategic 
imperative and accelerate the path to a more 
strategic approach to integration.

Achieving Integration Excellence to 
Unlock Innovation
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Summary
A well-defined and executed enterprise integra-
tion strategy delivers end-to-end processes and 
consistent data to accelerate the speed of inno-
vation while also lowering costs. But how can  
organizations become such integrated intelligent  
enterprises? SAP® Integration Solution Advisory 
Methodology can help you with this critical  
undertaking. 

Objectives
•  Establish integration as a recognized discipline 

that embraces digital transformation
• Enable an agile integration practice to keep 

pace with rapidly evolving business conditions
•  Improve integration delivery and quality at a 

high scale

Solution
•  Comprehensive framework for transitioning 

toward a mature integration model
•  Tool support as part of SAP Integration Suite
•  Proven integration best practices for cloud and

hybrid landscapes
•  Open and extensible methodology

Benefits
•  Embrace a holistic integration strategy covering 

many integration styles
•  Introduce a hybrid integration platform that 

helps ensure business continuity while enabling 
business innovation

 •  Establish an agile integration practice as an inte-
gral part of your organization’s digital culture

Learn more 
Call your SAP representative or visit us online. 
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http://www.sap.com/integration-methodology
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